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TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF 

WARWICK 

Mrs.  Lees,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  regret  that  the  report  upon  the  health  of  your  district 
for  1961  will  appear  so  tardily.  The  report  has  once  again 
had  to  take  last  place  in  the  series  of  five  which  I  present 
annually  because  the  past  year  has  brought  heavy  burdens 
to  a  relatively  small  staff. 

The  experience  of  1961  showed  a  general  and  slight 
rise  in  annual  rates  per  1,000  of  population  under  most 
headings  dealing  with  birth  and  mortality.  There  was  the 
customary  measles  epidemic  but  this  was  on  a  larger  scale 
than  one  had  expected  and  involved  a  higher  proportion  of 
older  children  than  usual.  This  apart,  there  was  little  to 
note  other  than  modest  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Whooping  Cough.  The  year’s  total  of  Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis  notifications  was  the  low  one  of  four  patients  only, 
two  of  whom  were  adults  over  45  years  of  age.  The  popula¬ 
tion  rose  by  130  head  to  16,140  persons. 

Housing—  Clearance  Areas  were  defined  in  Parkes 
Street.  Schedule  No.  1  related  to  Nos.  10-42  (inclusive  even 
numbers)  and  35-43  (inclusive  odd  numbers).  Schedule  No.  2 
included  Nos.  46-66  and  70-74,  Parkes  Street  (even  numbers, 
inclusive)  plus  Nos.  1-6,  Watts  Terrace. 

Schedule  No.  3  took  in  65  and  67,  Parkes  Street.  The 
Humphris  Street  Clearance  Order  (1961)  included  even  num¬ 
bered  houses  from  Nos.  24  to  48.  The  Friars  Street  Compul¬ 
sory  Purchase  Order  (1960)  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Representations  were  received  from  the  South  Warwick¬ 
shire  Division  of  the  British  Medical  Association  drawing 
attention  to  the  common  provision  in  houses  let  to  elderly 
persons  of 

(a)  too  many  glass  panels  in  front  doors 

(b)  low  placed  knockers 

(c)  Yale  type  locks  as  the  only  door  catch. 

Fifteen  houses  in  Avon  Street  and  three  elsewhere  were 
treated  as  individual  unfit  dwellings. 
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Caravans . — After  a  discussion  upon  the  situation  in  the 
Borough  the  Council  decided  against  the  provision  of  a 
municipal  caravan  site. 

Clean  Air. — In  view  of  rumoured  difficulties  the  offer 
of  the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board  to  make  a  consumer  survey 
over  the  smoke  controlled  area  of  the  Percy  Estate  was 
accepted.  The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  also  undertook 
to  report  upon  the  supply  position  in  regard  to  “  approved  ” 
smokeless  fuels  generally  and  to  visit  Old  Age  Pensioner 
tenants  upon  this  estate  with  a  view  to  advice  being  offered 
where  trouble  was  being  experienced.  It  was  found  that 
some  difficulties  in  burning  smokeless  fuels  on  this  estate 
arose  from  appliances  having  coal  spacing  of  the  bottom 
grate  bars.  Replacement  of  these  by  wider  spaced  sets 
produced  a  big  improvement.  It  was  also  decided  to  keep  a 
close  watch  upon  the  performance  of  coal  fired  boilers  which 
the  Warwickshire  County  Council  had  installed  at  the 
County  Stores,  Montague  Road  and  at  their  Day  Special 
School  in  St.  Michael’s  Road.  This  was  in  view  of  previous 
experience  of  coal  fired  boilers  where  the  undivided  time  of  a 
trained  stoker  had  not  been  available  for  their  attendance. 
Approval  under  Section  3  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  was 
given  to  four  new  oil-fired  installations  but  in  respect  of 
two  of  these  this  was  subject  to  increased  chimney  height. 
The  Daily  Smoke  Filter  and  Volumetric  Sulphur  Gas  recorder 
installed  at  the  Oken  High  School  were  severely  damaged  by 
fire  and  measurements  there  had  in  consequence  to  cease. 

The  Council  agreed  in  principle  to  a  programme  of 
future  smoke  control  areas  as  follows  : — 


Lodgewood  Estate 

158  houses 

Bridge  End 

45  houses 

Guy’s  Cross  (Coventry  Road) 

180  houses 

Warwick  Court  Estate 

36  houses 

Emscote  Gardens  ... 

132  houses 

St.  John’s  Flats 

72  units 

The  Council  appointed  two  delegates  to  attend  the 
annual  conference  of  the  National  Society  for  Clean  Air  and 
was  also  represented  at  the  Council  and  Technical  Committee 
meetings  of  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council. 
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Water. — The  County  Council,  as  local  health  authority, 
requested  the  Borough  Council  as  water  undertaker  to 
add  fluoride  to  the  municipal  water  supply.  The  time  did 
not  then  seem  ripe  to  take  this  step  but  approval  was  given 
in  principle.  The  Council  has  also  agreed  to  participate  in 
the  proposed  South  Warwickshire  water  board. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. — Consideration  was  given  to 
a  complaint  of  glass  fragments  being  found  in  a  milk  bottle. 

Once  again  I  have  to  thank  the  members  and  officers  of 
this  Council  for  their  support  and  interest  and  for  many 
acts  of  kindness  and  help  during  the  year.  Mr.  Bullock  and 
his  staff  have  made  me  welcome  at  my  visits  to  their  office 
and  have  willingly  assisted  me  in  enquiries  concerned  with 
my  responsibilities  as  Area  Medical  Officer  of  the  County 
Council. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LIVINGSTONE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Borough  of  Warwick. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

1961 

Population  (estimated)  Mid-years  ...  ...  16,140 

Area  5,057  acres 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £272,518 

Product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1,133 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (Crude)  ...  ...  16.1 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (corrected)  ...  15.9 

Still  Birth  Rate — Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  18.8 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  (Crude)  ...  ...  12.1 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (corrected)  ...  12.6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  19.2 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20.4 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  1 

From  Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  Child¬ 
birth 

Population. — There  was  a  gain  of  130  in  1961.  The  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  only  65. 


Birth  Rate. — This  increased  compared  with  recent  years. 

Death  Rate. — There  was  an  increase  as  compared  with  1961  ;  this 
offset  the  rise  in  birth  rate 

Statistics  for  the  past  nine  years  and  also  for  England  and  Wales 
in  1960  will  be  seen  under  Table  II. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  WARWICK 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

D.  Livingstone,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

C.  T.  Jones,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (resigned  on 
30/4/1961). 

K.  D.  Young,  O.B.E.,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  T.D.D., 
D.P.H.  (from  1/7/61). 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

J.  Bullock, 

Cert.  R.S.I.  &  S.I.  Exam.  Jt.  Board. 

Cert.  R.S.I.  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Foods. 

Cert.  Institute  of  Housing. 
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Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

S.  H.  West, 

Cert.  R.S.I.  &  S.I.  Exam.  Jt.  Board. 

Cert.  R.S.I.  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Foods. 

Cert.  R.S.I.  for  Smoke  Inspectors. 

Borough  Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  : 

C.  E.  Brown.  M.I.Mun.E. 

Assistant  Housing  Inspector  : 

Mr.  H.  D.  Nash. 

Housing  Assistant  : 

Mr.  D.  A.  Kent. 

Clerical  Staff : 

Mrs.  O.  James  ;  Miss  P.  Kean. 

General  Handyman  and  Rodent  Operator  : 

Mr.  T.  Field. 

Public  Analysts  : 

Bostock,  Hill  and  Rigby,  Birmingham. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  (WARWICKSHIRE 

COUNTY  COUNCIL) 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  (as  at  June  30 th,  1962)  : 

Cape  Road  C.W.C.  ...  Mondays  2 — 4  p.m. 

Tuesdays  2 — 4  p.m. 

Fridays  2 — 4  p.m. 

Local  enquiries  re  Home  Help,  After-care,  Health  Visit¬ 
ing,  Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Services  to  Area 
Health  Office,  38,  Holly  Walk,  Leamington  Spa  (’Phone 
27284). 

National  Welfare  Foods  are  on  sale  at  Child  Welfare 
Sessions  or  from  : — 

W.  V.S.  Office  :  3,  Jury  Street,  Warwick. 

Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  ...  Afternoons 
Thursday,  Saturday  ...  ...  Mornings 

Mrs.  Bull,  51,  Stratford  Road,  Warwick. 

Monday  2 — 3-30  p.m.  :  Thursday  5 — 6-30  p.m. 

Ambulance. — The  Depot  has  moved  to  a  new  depot  in 
Montague  Road,  Warwick.  A  24-hour  service  is  given  to 
Warwick,  Leamington,  Kenilworth  and  district.  Superin¬ 
tendent  :  Mr.  Whiting  (Tel.  Warwick  42387). 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Brown,  the  Borough  En¬ 
gineer,  for  much  of  the  following  information  : — 

Water  Supply. — Supplies  during  the  year  were  main¬ 
tained.  Continued  bulk  purchase  of  water  from  Warwick 
Rural  District  Council,  together  with  increased  purchase  from 
Leamington  Corporation,  has  insured  maintenance  of  ade¬ 
quate  supply.  Improvements  and  the  introduction  of  auto¬ 
matic  control  to  the  main  booster  pump  has  also  maintained 
increased  pressure. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Generally  sewers  have  func¬ 
tioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Some  surcharge  in 
particular  areas  has  been  reduced  by  cleansing. 

Sewage  Disposal. — Although  a  satisfactory  effluent  has 
been  obtained  some  overloading  of  the  works  is  still  apparent. 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal. — A  satisfactory  collec¬ 
tion  has  been  maintained,  although  not  yet  a  weekly  visit. 

Housing. — An  increase  in  the  private  house  develop¬ 
ment  has  become  apparent  with  the  approval  of  schemes  in 
many  parts  of  the  town.  Council  house  development  con¬ 
tinued  at  the  west  end  and  east  end  slum  clearance  areas  to¬ 
gether  with  further  schemes  on  the  Percy  Estate. 

Swimming  Pool  and  Paddling  Pool. — With  many  days 
suitable  for  bathing  the  swimming  pool  proved  an  outstand¬ 
ing  attraction  at  St.  Nicholas  Park.  The  quality  of  the 
water  was  of  a  high  standard.  The  paddling  pool  again 
proved  remarkably  popular. 

D.  HOUSING 

More  than  half  the  total  of  visits  and  inspections  made 
by  your  Public  Health  Inspectorate  related  to  Housing  Act 
procedure.  The  number  of  houses  demolished  either  by  in¬ 
dividual  demolition  orders  or  as  part  of  confirmed  clearance 
areas  during  1961  was  almost  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of 
those  cleared  away  during  the  three  preceding  years,  1958 
to  1960,  taken  together.  More  than  fifty  new  representations 
were  made  to  you  for  action  in  respect  of  individual  unfit 
houses  ;  five  out  of  every  eight  were  made  subject  to  dem¬ 
olition  or  closing  orders  and  statutory  undertakings  by 
owners,  not  to  permit  re-occupation  or  use  for  human  habita¬ 
tion,  were  accepted  for  all  the  rest  bar  three.  In  addition 
compulsory  purchase  orders  have  been  made  in  relation  to 
houses  in  the  West  end  (6),  Parkes  Street  (44)  and  Humphris 
Street  (13).  Thus  the  seventh  year  of  your  ten  year  clearance 
programme  has  accounted  for  almost  one-third  of  the  total 
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of  houses  demolished  between  1945  and  the  end  of  1961  as 
well  as  ending  with  many  other  poor  houses  on  the  way  to 
vacation  in  1962  or  a  subsequent  period.  The  unusually  high 
percentage  of  poor  quality  houses  in  this  Borough  has  repre¬ 
sented  a  heavy  potential  load  upon  civic  resources  and  one 
welcomes  the  increase  in  improvement  grant-aided  moderni¬ 
sation  of  the  better  types  of  old  property. 

This  year’s  total  of  78  grant-aided  improvements  may 
be  reckoned  as  28%  of  the  total  work  done  since  the  scheme 
began  in  1954.  Moreover  the  year  ended  with  work  in  pro¬ 
gress  at  nearly  fifty  more  houses  of  various  types.  There  is, 
however,  little  being  done  in  this  field  by  anyone  save  the 
owner-occupiers  and  charity  trustees.  Landlords  of  tenanted 
houses  have  not  interested  themselves  in  the  old  rate  of 
rent  increase  giving  8%  return  on  capital  invested  in  im¬ 
proving  their  property  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  the  new 
12f%  rate  will  persuade  them  to  help  their  tenants  and 
themselves.  If  this  bigger  carrot  fails  to  tempt  the  donkey, 
perhaps  a  fitting  alternative  will  prove  to  be  the  stick.  Cer¬ 
tainly  laggards  have  had  no  bad  example  from  this  Council 
which  has  already  modernized  nearly  two  hundred  of  its 
older  municipal  houses  and  continues  with  its  plans  to  tackle 
others. 

Amid  all  their  encouraging  activity  in  this  field,  your 
inspectors  have  found  time  for  systematic  inspections  of 
houses  deemed  capable  of  repair  on  a  scale  which  taxes  the 
local  building  resources  adequately  in  carrying  out  the  work 
recommended. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955  (SECTION  31) 

Tuberculosis  Milk  Investigations. — Routine  milk  samples 
were  taken  by  authorised  officers  of  the  County  Council 
within  the  Borough  and  sent  for  biological  examination. 
Results  were  obtained  from  samples  taken  as  follows  : — 


Total  No.  No. 

Designation  of  Milk  of  Samples  Positive 

1961  1961 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  Nil 

“  Tubeculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ”...  —  Nil 

”  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  ...  ...  4  Nil 

Non-designated  ...  ...  ...  —  Nil 


This  information  has  been  given  by  courtesy  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Incidence 

of  Major 
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Diseases 

since 

1954. 

ctS 

ci 

CO 

4-> 

•  ft 

•  i— « 

u 

• 

a 

fH 

73 

<o 

Xi 

H-> 

A 

-p  o 

^  V-)  »-> 

Tl  oi  0 

o 

6 

a 

o  w 

"C  ® 

®  o 

<L>  *(-4 

Qi  K 
a  <u 

Ph 

•  rH 

Q 

cs  >  -e  > 

8  <u  a  <u 

C/3  Ph  W  Ph 

4) 

a 

Ph 

4->  ^3 

a  o 
<5  Ph 

<D  H 

1954 
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15 

1955 

. . .  — 

7  — 

5 

— 

10 

1956 

— 

5  1 

9 

— 

10 

1957 

— 

6  — 

20 

8 
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1958 

— — 

12  — 

9 

1 

— 

1959 

— 

28  — 

10 

— 

— 

1960 

— 

13  — 

5 

— 

— 

1961 

— 

16 

2 

— 

— 

Reference  to  Table  III  will  give  the  age  distribution  of 
the  notifications  for  1961. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases . — Measles  headed  the 
lists  in  1961  with  an  unusually  large  epidemic  of  over  300 
cases.  Almost  two-thirds  of  those  affected  were  of  school 
age.  By  all  accounts  the  illness  was  less  mild  in  character 
than  in  some  recent  outbreaks.  Otherwise  there  was  little 
of  note  apart  from  a  few  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Vaccination  and  Immunization . — Figures,  now  avail¬ 
able  for  the  whole  Central  Area  only,  show  that  the  impetus 
of  earlier  years  in  protecting  a  high  percentage  of  new  born 
infants  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Smallpox 
has  not  slackened.  Of  these  three  Smallpox  vaccination  is 
normally  the  “  hardest  to  sell.”  The  importation  of  genuine 
Oriental  Smallpox  into  the  Midlands  from  Pakistan  was  the 
trigger  which  fired  off  an  almost  endless  stream  of  demands 
to  vaccinate  persons  of  all  ages.  This  led  to  a  rapid  exhaustion 
of  local  vaccine  supplies  and  some  unpopularity  for  health 
departments.  These,  however,  have  not  in  the  past  cam¬ 
paigned  for  the  indiscriminate  primary  vaccination  of  all  and 
sundry  but  advise  the  primary  vaccination  (except  where 
medical  contra-indications  exist)  of  all  children  before  they 
go  to  school. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


T  uberculosis 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. — The  County  Scheme  provides  for 
the  skin  testing  of  school  children  in  their  13th  year.  The 
vaccine  is  given  to  those  who  do  not  react  to  the  test  material 
only.  In  case  of  a  strong  positive  reaction  a  health  invest¬ 
igation  is  advised. 

The  numbers  of  children  treated  in  1961  under  this 
scheme  who  were  in  attendance  at  Warwick  Schools  but  not 
necessarily  as  Borough  residents  were  as  follows  : — 


Negative 
Reactors  given 
B.C.G.  Vaccine 

Positive  Readers 

Total  tested 

I 

II 

III 

403 

46 

25 

— 

474 

X  rays  of  positive  reactors  have  shewn  that  60  per  cent, 
are  in  normal  health  and  that  the  reaction  is  a  response  to 
past  infection  now  inactive.  Strong  positive  reactions  are 
likely  to  arise  in 

(a)  children  who  have  had  B.C.G.  Vaccine  earlier  as 
contacts  of  a  known  patient 

(■ b )  children  who  have  had  contact  with  an  infective  case 
and  have  themselves  an  active  infection. 

It  is  possible  for  a  child,  who  is  in  an  early  stage  of  an 
active  tuberculous  infection,  to  give  a  negative  reaction. 
This  may  turn  positive  within  another  10  to  14  days  and 
B.C.G.  vaccination  may,  in  such  instances,  provoke  severe 
reactions.  Therefore,  negative  reactors  are  vaccinated  usually 
at  the  same  session  as  the  reading  of  the  skin  tests  and  the 
latter  will  be  repeated  later  for  absentees.  It  is  undesirable 
to  defer  vaccination  beyond  a  week  from  the  test  readings. 

( b )  Mass  Radiography. — No  special  survey  was  made  in 
the  town  this  year.  Doctors  can,  however,  refer  patients 
to  a  regular  fixed  session  at  4,  Holly  Walk,  Leamington 
Spa,  upon  the  third  Monday  afternoon  and  evening  of 
each  month. 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1961 


Age 

New 

Cases 

Transf< 

Disl 

3rs  into 
:rict 

Deaths 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Periods 

monary 

Pul. 

monary 

Pi 

ll. 

mor 

lary 

Pi 

ll. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

- - - 

— 

— 

— - 

20-25 

1 

25-35 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

35-45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

- - 

— 

— 

45-55 

— 

1 

55-65 

1 

1 

65  & 
upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

2 

2 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis. — The  following  table  gives  the  incidence 
of  Tuberculosis  for  the  period  1941-1961  : — 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Cases 

22 

12 

11 

38 

29 

20 

31 

Deaths  ... 

13 

10 

13 

11 

12 

9 

8 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Case 

20 

20 

21 

22 

32 

40 

24 

Deaths  ... 

14 

6 

6 

8 

1 

3 

3 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Cases 

28 

23 

27 

20 

22 

11 

5 

Deaths  ... 

5 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

7  patients  were  admitted  to  Sanatorium  and  13  patients 
discharged  during  the  year.  Notified  patients  need  not  wait 
for  admission  to  hospital.  Modern  drugs  have  much  short¬ 
ened  the  periods  of  bed  rest  and  infectivity  and  patients 
return  to  work  much  sooner  so  that  home  visiting  is  no 
longer  such  an  important  feature  of  this  work. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47  of  this  Act  provides  that  where  persons — 

[a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or,  being 
aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated  are  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  and 
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(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not 
receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  atten¬ 
tion,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gives  a 
written  certificate  in  the  prescribed  form,  the  local 
authority  may  apply  to  a  court,  having  jurisdiction, 
for  an  order  to  remove  the  person  to  a  suitable  and 
convenient  place,  e.g.  hospital.  Seven  days  clear 
notice  must  be  given  to  the  person  concerned  of  the 
intended  application  and  it  must  also  be  given  to  the 
person  managing  the  premises  or  institution.  The 
order,  if  granted,  may  authorize  a  person's  deten¬ 
tion  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months  at  the 
place  specified  in  the  Court’s  order. 

Two  cases  came  under  notice  during  1961. 

Case  1.— Mr.  T - ,  (88).  The  County  Health  Visitor 

reported  in  March  upon  his  dirty  habits  and  housing  condi¬ 
tions  and  upon  a  lack  of  proper  bedding.  This  situation 
appeared  to  have  alienated  sons  and  friends  who  formerly 
were  visitors.  The  Welfare  Officer  visited  in  April  and  re¬ 
ported  upon  dirty  conditions  and  vermin  infestation.  The 
M.O.H.  and  C.P.H.I.  visited  him  in  May,  1961,  when  he 
agreed  to  go  to  Part  III  accommodation.  This  he  later  re¬ 
fused  and  so  the  house  could  not  be  adequately  cleansed  and 
disinfected.  Authority  was  obtained  in  June,  1961,  to 
proceed  under  Section  47  of  the  1948  Act  but  the  old  man 
left  home  for  an  extended  holiday  in  Surrey.  Seen  again  in 
early  October  he  seemed  brighter  and  cleaner  and  stated  he 
had  made  arrangements  to  have  the  house  cleaned.  However, 
in  mid-November  conditions  were  as  bad  as  ever.  Accord¬ 
ingly  as  he  was  stone  deaf,  written  notice  was  sent  to  him 
of  the  Council's  intention  to  apply  to  the  Bench  for  a  com¬ 
pulsory  removal  order.  Before  this  step  was  taken  he  fell 
down  at  home  while  tending  the  electricity  meter,  broke  his 
neck  and  was  found  dead.  H.M.  Deputy  Coroner  recorded  a 
verdict  of  accidental  death  at  the  inquest. 

Case  2. — Mr.  P - (70).  Lived  alone.  Deaf  and  dumb. 

Complaints  were  made  by  neighbours  of  noisy  disturbance 
and  strange  actions.  On  investigation  it  appeared  to  be  a 
matter  more  within  the  scope  of  the  Mental  Health  Act  and 
was  therefore  referred  to  his  doctor. 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Warwick 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  a  report  upon  the 
work  of  my  department  during  the  year  ended  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1961. 

Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  Housing  Act  again 
occupied  most  of  the  time  and  the  number  of  houses  repre¬ 
sented  for  demolition  action  was  increased  considerably. 
This  was  to  further  the  Council’s  10  year  programme,  then  in 
its  seventh  year,  to  clear  away  unfit  houses  not  capable  of 
being  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense.  House-to-house  in¬ 
spections  of  property  worthy  of  improvement  were  continued 
at  a  rate  compatible  with  the  ability  of  local  builders,  often 
taxed  to  capacity,  to  carry  out  orders  for  repairs.  The  three¬ 
fold  object  of  these  inspections  is  first  to  see  that  defects 
needing  immediate  attention  are  remedied,  secondly  to  en¬ 
sure  timely  maintenance  to  prevent  deterioration  of  the 
structures,  and  thirdly  to  encourage  the  modernisation  of 
houses  not  equipped  with  bathroom  and  other  facilities  ex¬ 
pected  in  a  modern  house. 

Inspections  and  visits  for  the  purposes  of  the  Selection 
of  Tenants  Sub-committee  were  again  combined  with 
statutory  housing  duties.  As  has  been  observed  in  previous 
years,  the  advantages  of  combining  these  two  divisions  of 
housing  work  were  particularly  noticeable  when  rehousing 
from  unfit  property  to  municipal  houses  took  place. 

Enquiries  made  officially  in  the  sale  of  properties  has 
added  an  increasing  amount  of  work  to  the  department  in 
recent  years.  These  appear  to  increase  each  year  and  in  many 
cases  the  property  has  to  be  visited  and  a  report  incorporated 
in  the  official  reply  given  by  the  Town  Clerk.  The  immediate 
value  of  this  procedure  is  most  pronounced  in  the  case  of  the 
unwary  purchaser  who  is  advised  of  defects  not  necessarily 
self-evident.  Its  wider  value  lies  in  the  opportunity  to  ob¬ 
tain  by  persuasion  comprehensive  improvements  which  a 
visit  to  the  property  has  shown  to  be  desirable. 

A  noticeable  effect  of  the  demolition  of  worn-out  prop¬ 
erty  is  the  marked  reduction  in  the  service  of  notices  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  compared  with 
earlier  years.  These  notices  usually  refer  to  fundamental 
sanitary  defects  associated  with  slum  property  :  a  reduction 
in  the  amount  of  property  of  this  kind  should  lead  to  a  con¬ 
sistent  reduction  in  the  necessity  for  the  serving  of  Public 
Health  notices. 


13 


HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance 

The  following  summary  shows  the  progress  made  since 
1945  in  clearing  unfit  houses  : — 


From  1945 
Houses  to  1955 


demolished 

Individual 

Demolition 

(inc.) 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Total 

Orders 

In  Clearance 

75 

13 

12 

14 

35 

18 

59 

226 

Areas 

3 

19 

15 

21 

12 

20 

62 

152 

78 

32 

27 

35 

47 

38 

121 

378 

Under  the  demolition  order  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957,  for  individual  houses,  56  houses  were  represented 
for  action.  In  respect  of  these  31  demolition  orders  and  4 
closing  orders  were  made  and  18  undertakings  that  the 
houses  concerned  would  not  be  re-occupied  were  accepted. 
Consideration  of  3  others  was  postponed. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  demolition  of 
unfit  houses  increased  considerably  in  the  year  under  review. 
A  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  respect  of  a  small  area  com¬ 
prising  another  six  houses  in  the  west  end  of  the  town  was 
confirmed.  The  rate  at  which  individual  unfit  houses  were 
represented  for  action  was  also  speeded  up,  56  being  rep¬ 
resented,  and  in  addition  compulsory  purchase  orders  were 
made  and  awaiting  confirmation  in  respect  of  44  houses 
in  Parkes  Street  and  13  houses  in  Humphris  Street.  In  all, 
113  houses  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  action  ;  this  is  nearly  the  same  total  as  that  of  houses 
demolished  in  the  year  as  a  result  of  action  taken  in  earlier 
years.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  136  houses  vacated 
but  awaiting  demolition. 

Since  1945,  in  all  514  unfit  houses  had  been  vacated 
and  of  these  378  had  been  demolished.  Thus  the  slum  clear¬ 
ance  programme  appeared  at  last  to  be  proceeding  satis¬ 
factorily  and  with  more  new  dwellings  promised  for  this 
purpose  in  1962,  further  substantial  demolition  could  be  ex¬ 
pected.  Regrettably,  the  flow  of  new  dwellings  necessary  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  programme  could  not  be  seen  beyond 
1962  and  it  appeared  that  another  full  stop  would  soon  be 
reached  when  the  same  fitful  progress  which  has  charac¬ 
terised  this  programme  would  appear  again. 
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Improvement  Grants 

Improvement  Grants  made  in  respect  of  privately- 
owned  property  for  the  provision  of  modern  amenities  such  as 
bathroom,  internal  sanitary  accommodation,  hot  water 
facilities,  etc.,  and  for  other  improvements  for  which  grants 
can  be  made,  continued  to  make  a  noticeable  contribution 
to  the  raising  of  the  standard  of  many  of  the  older  houses  in 
the  town.  The  Council’s  policy  is  particularly  helpful  in  this 
function  and  is  achieving  very  worthwhile  results. 

During  1961,  78  dwellings  were  modernised  with  the 
aid  of  grants  compared  with  56  in  the  previous  year  ;  this 
brings  the  total  to  274  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in 
1954.  At  the  end  of  1961  work  was  in  progress  at  a  further 
46  houses — an  encouraging  total. 

Standard  grants,  involving  fixed  payments  for  the 
provision  of  standard  amenities,  usually  at  a  lower  cost 
than  the  discretionary  grants,  are  now  appearing  in  these 
totals  ;  13  houses  were  improved  with  the  aid  of  Standard 
Grants  in  1961  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  in  progress 
at  a  further  7  houses.  The  overall  average  for  both  dis¬ 
cretionary  and  standard  grants  in  1961  was  about  £196  10s. 
per  house. 

Improvement  grants  are  being  given  for  all  types  of 
properties  including  ancient  timber  framed  dwellings  and 
terraced  property.  The  majority  of  applications  are  still  from 
owner /occupiers,  although  more  landlords  are  now  applying 
in  respect  of  tenanted  houses.  The  reluctance  of  landlords 
to  apply  was  possibly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  rent  increase 
allowed  was  only  8%  of  their  share  of  the  cost  of  improve¬ 
ments,  but  this  position  was  amended  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  when  12J%  was  substituted  for  the  8%.  Even  so, 
many  landlords  do  apply  to  the  Council  for  permission  to 
charge  a  higher  rent  than  that  allowed  by  the  Rent  Act, 
although,  of  course,  in  the  case  of  a  house  already  tenanted 
the  consent  of  the  tenant  to  this  has  to  be  obtained. 

Work  on  the  conversion  of  the  Lord  Leycester  Hospital 
into  ten  units  with  modern  amenities  was  continuing  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  conversion  of  St.  Edith’s,  All  Saints, 
into  9  flats  was  completed  during  the  year. 

The  scheme  for  modernising  municipal  houses  was  con¬ 
tinued  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  183  houses  in  the  Pack- 
mores  area  had  been  modernised.  In  addition  10  houses  in 
Pickard  Street,  also  owned  by  the  Counci],  were  improved 
with  grants. 
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Housing  Inspections  and  Repairs 

Systematic  house-to-house  inspections  for  the  purposes 
of  Part  IV  of  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 
and  1932  were  continued  during  the  year.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  64  houses,  again  mostly  in  the  East  Ward,  had  been  so 
inspected.  Comprehensive  notices  drawing  attention  sep¬ 
arately  to  (a)  matters  calling  for  urgent  attention,  (b)  de¬ 
fects  requiring  remedy  in  the  interests  of  good  maintenance 
and  (c)  lack  of  amenities  were  served.  As  these  notices  are 
in  the  first  place  of  an  advisory  nature,  a  fairly  long  interval 
is  allowed  before  statutory  action  is  recommended  to  enforce 
compliance.  The  amount  of  maintenance  work  undertaken 
was  again  encouraging,  but  any  considerable  increase  in  the 
issue  of  notices  would  outstrip  the  capacity  for  repair  work 
locally. 

MUNICIPAL  HOUSING 

The  following  summary  shows  in  respect  of  1961  (a)  new 
houses  built  by  the  authority,  (b)  families  rehoused  and  (c) 
municipal  dwellings  owned  by  the  local  authority  : — 


New  houses  built  ...  ...  ...  62 

Families  rehoused  ...  ...  ...  92 

Houses  owned  by  the  local  authority 
(not  including  unfit  houses  ac¬ 
quired  for  demolition)  ...  ...  1,616 

Percentage  of  houses  owned  to  total 

houses  in  Borough  ...  ...  33.1% 

Vacancies  occurring  in  existing  houses  56 

Of  the  families  rehoused  there  were: — 

From  “rooms”  ...  ...  ...  9 

From  poor  and/or  overcrowded 
houses  not  subject  to  Housing 
Act  orders  ...  ...  ...  22 

From  houses  subject  to  demolition 
orders  or  closing  orders  or  from 
Clearance  areas  ...  ...  ...  61 

Population  rehoused  ...  ...  294 

(or  3.2  per 
family) 

Families  from  serious  medical  con¬ 
siderations  ...  ...  ...  3 


Included  in  the  above  are  37  cases  where  the  occupiers 
were  old  age  pensioners,  either  as  couples  or  living  alone. 

To  promote  the  fullest  use  of  municipal  accommodation 
64  exchanges  were  arranged. 
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In  the  16  years  since  the  end  of  1945,  1,312  families,  com¬ 
prising  4,738  persons  have  been  rehoused,  but  during  the 
same  period  there  have  been  2,286  applications,  82  of  these 
being  registered  during  1961.  Though  quite  a  number  of 
applications  are  cancelled  either  at  the  request  of  the  appli¬ 
cants  or  through  failure  to  renew,  the  majority  are  found  to  be 
genuinely  made  and  experience  shows  that  more  than  half 
have  eventually  to  be  satisfied. 

The  rate  of  new  applications,  although  the  same  as  last 
year,  was  low  compared  with  a  few  years  ago,  but,  in  view 
of  the  number  of  houses  used  for  re-housing  from  condemned 
property,  the  rate  of  new  building  was  insufficient  to  prevent 
a  lengthening  of  the  waiting  period  for  most  applicants. 

The  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  local  authority 
is  high  and  accounts  for  approximately  one-third  of  the 
residential  accommodation  in  the  Borough.  This  is  particu¬ 
larly  high  for  a  small  country  town  and  is  more  like  the 
proportion  found  in  some  of  the  larger  industrial  towns  of 
the  West  Midlands.  Expressed  as  the  number  of  dwellings 
per  1,000  of  the  population  (103),  it  is  by  far  the  highest 
figure  for  housing  authorities  within  the  administrative 
County  of  Warwick,  the  average  for  the  whole  County  being 
57.  This,  of  course,  reflects  the  slowness  of  builders  to  de¬ 
velop  land  acquired  by  them  and  the  planning  restriction 
imposed  on  land,  which  might  otherwise  be  used  for  building, 
until  land  immediately  available  for  housing  purposes  has 
been  used  up.  It  is  the  absence  of  large  scale  private  develop¬ 
ment  rather  than  any  over  emphasis  of  municipal  develop¬ 
ment  that  accounts  for  this  high  proportion  of  municipal 
dwellings. 

The  need  for  more  municipal  houses  so  as  to  enable  the 
Council’s  slum  clearance  programme  to  be  completed  and 
also  to  reduce  the  ordinary  waiting  list  was  repeatedly 
stressed  during  the  year. 

In  this  connection  the  provision  of  small  dwellings  for 
the  aged  becomes  a  more  pressing  problem  each  year  and  the 
opening  of  the  Saltisford  Gardens  which  incorporates  26 
bed-sittingrooms  and  6  one-bedroom  dwellings,  together  with 
some  two-bedroom  houses,  community  room  and  warden’s 
bungalow,  made  a  most  useful  contribution  to  this  growing 
need.  But  it  is  not  enough.  The  facilities  and  comfort  pro¬ 
vided  by  this  kind  of  scheme  ought  to  be  available  for  many 
more  who  will  be  compelled  to  end  their  days  in  worn-out 
dwellings  void  of  even  reasonable  amenity  or  in  dwellings 
far  too  big  for  their  needs.  In  this  last  respect  the  transfer  of 
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older  occupiers  living  alone  in  municipal  houses  of  the  family 
type  to  small  bungalows  or  flats  makes  an  important  contri¬ 
bution  to  easing  the  general  housing  situation.  Saltisford 
bungalows  could  only  be  used  to  a  limited  extent  to  this  end. 
A  survey  of  all  municipal  houses  would  reveal  the  extent  to 
which  family  houses  are  under-occupied  and  the  lasting  con¬ 
tribution  which  would  be  made  by  building  a  sufficient 
number  of  old  people’s  dwellings  to  rehouse  all  those  now 
living  alone  and  couples  whose  families  have  left  home.  To  be 
successful  this  operation  would  have  to  be  accompanied  by 
measures  more  effective  than  the  mildly  persuasive  steps  to 
get  old  people  to  move  so  far  used.  The  alternative  is  that 
old  people  struggle  on  in  over-big  houses  they  increasingly 
neglect  or  take  in  lodgers  with  the  frustrations  and  irritations 
to  both  parties  which  are  inseparable  from  this  kind  of  dual 
occupation.  The  department’s  files  provide  many  examples  of 
the  misery  caused  by  this  last  alternative  which,  although 
approved  by  the  Council  as  an  expedient,  is  rarely  a  success. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 
One  thousand,  two  hundred  and  forty-four  inspections 
were  made  for  the  purposes  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  As 
in  previous  years  most  of  the  173  notices  issued  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  related  to  dwellinghouse  defects  of  a 
general  nature  and  were  limited  to  urgent  matters.  In  7 
cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices. 

Drainage,  Sanitary  Accommodation,  Washing  Accomo¬ 
dation  and  Refuse  Receptacles 
During  the  period  23  notices  requiring  choked  drains  to 
be  cleared  or  defective  drains  to  be  repaired  were  complied 
with  ;  28  notices  requiring  repairs  to  water  closets  received 
attention  ;  3  dustbins  were  provided  and  10  accumulations 
of  refuse  were  removed. 

Vermin  Infestation 

Rats  and  Mice. — Systematic  investigations  to  ascertain 
infestations  were  continued  during  the  year.  The  department 
dealt  with  infestations,  principally  of  a  minor  character,  as 


follows  : — 

Dwellinghouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Factories  and  Offices  ...  ...  ...  19 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Houses  and  Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Clubs  and  licensed  premises  ...  ...  6 

Allotments  and  plots  of  land  ...  ...  108 

Streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 
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In  addition  during  the  year  visits  were  made  to  hospitals 
in  the  Borough  on  9  occasions,  to  the  cattle  market  6  times 
and  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  and  sewage  disposal  works  were 
treated  regularly.  Two  block  treatments  were  carried  out. 

The  town’s  sewers  were  inspected  and  treated  against 
rats.  Although  unpoisoned  baits  were  laid  in  47  manholes, 
bait  was  only  taken  in  6.  In  these  6,  poison  bait  was  subse¬ 
quently  laid  to  complete  the  treatments 

Smoke  Abatement 

Routine  inspections  and  observations  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  were  made  throughout  the  year. 

At  one  factory,  three  Lancashire  boilers  with  inefficient 
sprinkler  stokers  were  converted  into  an  efficient  co-ordinated 
unit  using  oil-fired  equipment  and  a  serious  smoke  nuisance 
of  long  standing  was  finally  abated.  At  the  town’s  largest 
foundry  where  there  is  a  hot  blast  cupola  the  Alkali  Works 
Inspectorate  continued  to  give  close  attention  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  grit  and  smoke  emissions,  but  it  was  becoming 
increasingly  obvious  that  the  dry  grit  arrester  and  tall 
chimney  installed  during  the  previous  year  were  not  curing 
the  troubles  which  were  again  producing  a  crop  of  complaints. 
Research  into  the  grit  and  smoke  problems  of  plant  of  this 
kind  is  being  undertaken  at  a  national  level  and  it  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  cupola  at  Warwick  is  in  the  forefront  for 
further  remedial  work  as  soon  as  a  method  promising  a  reason¬ 
able  degree  of  success  has  been  evolved. 

Prior  approval  to  new  plants  satisfying  the  provisions  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act  was  given  in  four  cases. 

The  Percy  Estate  Smoke  Control  Order  appeared  to  be 
observed  by  most  householders.  The  West  Midlands  Gas 
Board  did  a  comprehensive  survey  of  fuel  used  in  the  area, 
giving  advice  in  numerous  cases,  and  also  furnished  a 
report  to  the  Council  upon  types  of  fuel  used  and  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  householders.  This  report  confirmed  that  most 
people  were  conscientiously  observing  conditions  imposed 
by  the  Smoke  Control  Order. 

The  increasing  sale  of  solid  fuel  pre-packed  in  paper 
bags  brought  obvious  advantages  as  far  as  storage  is  con¬ 
cerned,  but  it  is  regretted  that  so  many  people  were  misled 
into  thinking  that  certain  bagged  coal  described  as  cobbles 
was  a  smokeless  fuel.  Certain  occupiers  of  houses  on  the 
Percy  Estate  who  were  found  to  be  burning  these  cobbles 
had  to  be  informed  that  the  practice  must  be  discontinued 
as  the  fuel  was  bituminous  coal  and  not  a  smokeless  fuel. 
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The  Byelaw  requiring  all  fireplaces  in  new  houses  to  be 
of  a  type  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuels  is  in  operation 
and  an  increasing  number  of  people  outside  the  Smoke  Con¬ 
trol  Area  now  use  smokeless  fuels,  either  as  the  selected  fuel 
or  mixed  with  household  coal.  Renewals  of  firegrates  in 
older  property  also  raise  the  proportion  of  grates  designed  for 
smokeless  fuels.  Normally  the  firegrate  chosen  is  excellent 
for  its  purpose,  but  all  too  often  insufficient  care  is  taken  in 
fitting  the  appliance  with  the  result  that  serious  air  leaks 
reduce  fuel  efficiency  and  cause  problems  associated  with 
fumes.  Whenever  possible  the  opportunity  is  taken  to  point 
out  these  faults  at  the  time  of  fitting,  but  quite  frequently 
they  do  not  become  apparent  until  the  new  appliance  has  been 
in  use  for  some  time. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Public  Houses  and  Places 

of  Public  Entertainment 

The  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  cinema  and  at 
licensed  premises  generally  was  found  to  be  of  good  standard 
and  well  maintained.  At  three  licensed  premises  the  accom¬ 
modation  was  improved  after  representations  to  the  owners 
concerned. 

Caravans  and  Moveable  Dwellings 

A  total  of  48  inspections  during  the  year  was  made  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop¬ 
ment  Act,  1960.  At  the  end  of  1961  seven  licences  permitting 
the  stationing  of  caravans  were  in  operation  in  the  Borough. 

Factories  Act.  1937 

During  the  year  covered  by  the  report  additional  sani¬ 
tary  accommodation  was  provided  at  two  factories,  the 
existing  accommodation  was  improved  at  three  factories, 
ventilation,  washing  facilities  and  heating  improvements 
were  provided  at  two  factories. 

At  the  end  of  1961  the  register  included  133  factories, 
112  having  mechanical  power  and  21  without  mechanical 
power. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  the  one  premises  regis¬ 
tered  in  the  Borough. 

Further  work  requested  during  1959  had  been  under¬ 
taken,  but  the  owner  and  occupier  are  again  being  pressed  to 
complete  repairs  at  this  property.  Emphasis  is  still  on  the 
sanitary  accommodation,  particularly  for  male  employees. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Inspections  and  reinspections  of  shops  continued  during 
1961.  The  following  improvements  were  made  :  Sanitary 
accommodation  improved  at  five  shops  ;  improved  washing 
facilities  at  five  shops  ;  improved  ventilation  at  three  shops  ; 
structural  improvements  at  three  shops.  At  the  end  of  1961, 
certificates  of  exemption  to  provide  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  were  in  operation  in  respect  of  seven  shops. 

TERMINAL  DISINFECTION 

Four  houses  were  disinfected  following  removal  of 
patients  to  hospital  or  at  the  request  of  the  occupiers. 

A  total  of  11  investigations  were  made  following  notifi¬ 
cations  of  infectious  disease. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  make  up  the  current  registers  for  1961  : — 
Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Dairies  other  than  farms  ...  ...  3 

Inspection  of  Food  at  Retailers’  Shops 

Visits  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year  under 
review  were  :  381  to  retail  shops  ;  98  to  premises  used  for 
food  preparation  ;  28  to  ice  cream  premises  and  vehicles  ; 
2  to  dairies  ;  14  to  bakehouses  ;  3  to  hotels  and  restaurants 
and  30  to  the  market  stalls.  Food  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  weighed  4  cwts.,  1  qr.  20  lbs. 

Regular  inspections  as  far  as  practicable  have  been  made 
of  all  premises  in  the  town  concerned  with  the  manufacture, 
preparation,  storage  or  sale  of  food.  In  many  instances 
owners  or  occupiers  were  called  upon  to  carry  out  improve¬ 
ments,  alterations  and  repairs.  In  particular,  substantial 
improvements  were  obtained  at  a  food  factory,  a  licensed 
premises  and  one  hotel,  whilst  one  cafe  and  one  fried  fish 
shop  were  closed.  Action  was  taken  in  respect  of  an  indus¬ 
trial  concern  found  also  to  be  retailing  ice  cream  by  means  of 
vans,  the  ice  cream  being  stored  in  the  factory. 

As  a  result  action  was  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year 
by  the  owner  to  terminate  the  industrial  use  of  the  factory 
and  to  adapt  it  as  a  proper  ice  cream  depot. 

Ice  cream  vans,  market  stalls,  the  mop  and  the  Race¬ 
course  have  all  received  regular  inspections.  Improvements 
commenced  by  the  Corporation  at  the  end  of  the  previous 
year  in  the  catering  facilities  at  Warwick  Racecourse  were  con¬ 
tinued.  There  are  now  65  premises  registered  in  the  Borough 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 
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MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

Again,  as  found  necessary,  shops  were  visited  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926, 
and  Orders  made  thereunder,  concerning  correct  labelling  of 
foods  displayed  for  sale. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 
SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (AMENDMENT)  ACT, 

1954 

Eight  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  were  granted 
during  1961. 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

During  the  year  10  inspections  were  made  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  Act.  Two  Certificates  of  Disrepair  previously 
served  were  cancelled. 

WATER  SAMPLING 

Samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
and  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  during  1961, 
as  follows  : — 


Public  Water  Supply  from  C  B 

Gathering  Ground,  Haseley  (access  points 

and  land  springs)  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

Reservoir,  Hatton  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

Reservoir,  Hatton  (borehole  and  gathering 

ground)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

Distribution  mains  ...  ...  ...  2  14 

Other  Samples  : — 

Paddling  Pool,  St.  Nicholas  Park  ...  —  6 

Swimming  Baths,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  1  6 

Swimming  Pool,  Warwick  School  ...  ...  —  2 


C  —  submitted  for  chemical  analysis. 

B —  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  results  of  samples  of  the  public  water  supply  shewed 
that  water  as  delivered  at  the  taps  in  the  town  was  safe 
and  of  good  quality.  It  was  necessary  to  impose  stricter 
measures  for  the  regular  cleaning  of  the  children’s  paddling 
pool. 

In  addition  to  the  water  samples  mentioned  above,  one 
sample  was  taken  of  the  effluent  from  a  small  disposal  works 
discharging  to  a  brook  adjacent  to  the  main  gathering  ground 
at  Haseley.  The  sample  shewed  that  the  effluent  was  satis¬ 
factory. 


22 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

One  warning  letter  was  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk  on  the 
instructions  of  the  Council  to  a  firm  contravening  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

CONCLUSION 

I  again  wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  ready  co¬ 
operation  in  seeking  to  raise  the  standard  of  environmental 
health  conditions  in  the  town.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to 
Chief  Officers  of  other  departments  for  helpful  co-operation 
and  to  members  of  my  staff  for  good  work  during  another 
period  when  the  demands  upon  the  office  continued  to  be 
heavy. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BULLOCK, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Borough  of  Warwick. 
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Table  II. 

BOROUGH  OF  WARWICK 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1961 
and  Previous  Years. 


Year. 

1 

Population  estimated  to  Middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births. 

N  ETT 
TO 

Deaths  belonging 
the  District. 

Nett. 

Under  1  Year 
of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

S- 

£ 

s 

3 

6 

c3 

tf 

0) 

•a 

3 

F-l 

O 

4 

w  Number. 

Rate  per  1,000 

05  Nett  Births. 

0> 

pO 

£ 

Ya 

7 

a> 

+3 

c4 

Pi 

8 

1952 

15,510 

270 

17.4 

6 

22.2 

166 

10.7 

1953 

15,620 

238 

15.2 

3 

12.6 

171 

10.9 

1954 

15,620 

252 

16.1 

8 

31.7 

160 

10.2 

1955 

15,670 

220 

14.0 

6 

22.2 

175 

11.2 

1956 

15,690 

245 

15.1 

2 

8.4 

153 

9.8 

1957 

15,810 

200 

12.5 

— 

20.3 

174 

11.0 

1958 

15,900 

223 

13.5 

2 

9.3 

161 

10.1 

1959 

15,870 

210 

13.2 

5 

23.8 

195 

12.3 

1960 

16,010 

223 

13.9 

4 

18.0 

162 

10.1 

1961 

16,140 

261 

16.1 

5 

19.2 

196 

12.1 

VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1961. 

England  and  Wales. 

Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1961. 

( Provisional  Figures). 

Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 

Live  Still  Births  Deaths  under 

Births.  per  Deaths,  one  year  to 
1 ,000  Births .  1 ,000  Bi  rths. 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  17.4  18.7  12.0  21.4 
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Table  III. 

BOROUGH  OF  WARWICK 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during 

the  Year  1961. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Number  of  Cases  notified. 

Total  cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 

At  all  Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Small-pox 

Plague 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup) 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever  . 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
Polioencephaliti  s) 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Food  Poisoning 

16 

2 

14 

2 

2 

19 

2 

7 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

317 

4 

1 

1 

5 

110 

199 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

360 

8 

119 

218 

6 

3 

5 

1 
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Table  IV. 

BOROUGH  OF  WARWICK 
Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1961. 


causes  of  death. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

— 

2  Tuberculosis ,  other  . 

— 

— 

3  Syphilitic  disease... 

— 

1 

4  Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  cough  . 

1 

— 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8  Measles 

— 

— 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

1 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung , bronchus  ... 

6 

1 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

— 

— 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

5 

6 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

3 

■ — 

16  Diabetes 

— 

1 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

15 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

26 

11 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

20  Other  heart  disease 

12 

16 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

8 

22  Influenza 

1 

2 

23  Pneumonia 

5 

5 

24  Bronchitis . 

8 

3 

25  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

3 

• — 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

— 

1 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

— 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

—  | 

31  Congenital  malformations  . 

— 

1 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

4 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

34  All  other  accidents 

6 

2 

35  Suicide 

— 

2 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  causes 

108 

88 
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